
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 
 
 
  

 
 
 

English Literature 
Paper 2 Modern Text 

Section A 
 
Name:  _______________________  
 
Class:  ______________  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment objectives: 

AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts. 

Students should be able to: 

• Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response. 

• Use textual evidence, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using 

relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 

AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written. 

AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling 

and punctuation. 

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 
What can you remember? 
 

  

1. Who wrote the play? 
 
2. When is the play set? 
 
3. When was it written? 
 
4. Who is described as: 
   a) ‘a rather cold woman, and her husband’s social superior’?  
   b) ‘very pleased with life and rather excited’? 
   c)  ‘half shy, half assertive’? 
   d) ‘easy well bred man about town’? 
   e) ‘rather provincial in his speech’? 

 

  

  
Social and historical context: copy key details from the powerpoint. 

Socialism: 

 

Capitalism: 

What kind of people would benefit most from the class system in place in 1912? 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTEXT 

To understand the context of the play, it's helpful to know a little about J B Priestley's life and his political views during 
the early 20th century - a time of great global change. He wrote An Inspector Calls after the Second World War and like 
much of his work it contains controversial, politically charged messages. Keen to pioneer a new 'morality' in politics, 
Priestley’s chief concerns involved social inequality in Britain and the need for nuclear disarmament. The characters we 
see as the curtain rises are not the same as those at the play’s conclusion. The events of the evening change everyone, 
as well as their expectations of the future. Inspector Goole is instrumental in disturbing the harmony; a purposeful, 
mysterious character who forces the characters to confront each other's social responsibility, snobbery and guilt. But is 
the Inspector as genuine as he seems? All these changes take place because of the visit of Inspector Goole. But who is 
Inspector Goole? And who is the girl whose suicide he is apparently investigating? 
Priestley deliberately set his play in 1912 because the date represented an era when all was very different from the 
time he was writing. In 1912, rigid class and gender boundaries seemed to ensure that nothing would change. Yet by 
1945, most of those class and gender divisions had been breached. Priestley wanted to make the most of these 
changes. Through this play, he encourages people to seize the opportunity the end of the war had given them to build 
a better, more caring society. 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we learn about the Birlings? 

1. What does ‘prosperous manufacturer’ teach us about Mr Birling?   

 

2. Underline the stage direction about the lighting.  What does it show us about how the Birlings feel at 

the start? 

 

3. Which objects do the Birlings own which show they are wealthy? 

•     

•     

•     

•     

4. Who is Edna and what does her role suggest about the Birling family? 

 

Find a word or phrase to describe each character: 

• Arthur Birling -  

• Sybil Birling -  

• Sheila -  

• Eric -  

• Gerald –  

Act 1: Opening stage directions 

The dining room is of a fairly large suburban house, belonging to a prosperous manufacturer. It has good solid 

furniture of the period. The general effect is substantial and heavily comfortable but not cosy and homelike. (If a 

realistic set is used, then it should be swung back, as it was in the production at the new theatre. By doing this, you 

can have the dining table centre downstage during act one, when it is needed there, and then swinging back, can 

reveal the fireplace for act two, and then for act three can show a small table with a telephone on it, downstage of the 

fireplace; and by this time the dining-table and chairs have moved well upstage. Producers who wish to avoid this 

tricky business would be well advised to dispense with an ordinary realistic set if only because the dining-table 

becomes a nuisance. (The lighting should be pink and intimate until the Inspector arrives and then it should be 

brighter and harder.)  

At rise of curtain, the four Birlings and Gerald are seated at the table, with Arthur Birling at one end, his wife at the 

other, Eric downstage and Sheila and Gerald seated upstage. Edna, the parlourmaid, is just clearing the table, which 

has no cloth, of the dessert plates and champagne glasses, etc., and then replacing them with decanter of port, cigar 

box and cigarettes. Port glasses are already on the table. All five are in evening dress of the period, the men in tails 

and white ties, not dinner-jackets. Arthur Birling is a heavy looking, rather portentous man in his middle fifties 

with fairly easy manners but rather provincial in this speech. His wife is about fifty, a rather cold woman and her 

husband's social superior. Sheila is a pretty girl in her early twenties, very pleased with life and rather excited. Gerald 

croft is an attractive chap about thirty, rather too manly to be a dandy but very much the well-bred young man-about-

town. Eric is in his early twenties, not quite at ease, half shy, half assertive. At the moment they have all had a 

good dinner, are celebrating a special occasion, and are pleased with themselves. 

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

How is Mr Birling presented in Act One? 

 

 

 

  

 

 

How is Mr Birling presented in Act One?  

Write at least one paragraph to answer this question – include: 

P – A clear point about how Mr Birling is presented: choose a good adjective 

E – Use a short, embedded quotation 

T/A - Explore the purpose of key words and ensure you have used some terminology 

L – Include something about Priestley's message and try to link this to a contextual point about Capitalism. For 

example: Priestley wanted to undermine Birling to show... 

Priestley felt the Capitalist views of the time were harmful and saw 1945 as the perfect time to help people to 

change these views because … 

 

Explain how Priestley has used dramatic irony to present his ideas to the audience: 

WAGOLL (What a good one looks like) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Birling  

Quotes 

Dramatic irony is used to make Mr Birling look arrogant. For example, he describes the Titanic as ‘unsinkable, 

absolutely unsinkable’. His repetition of the adjective ‘unsinkable’ suggests he is utterly convinced that he is always 

right and perhaps shows how he thinks he is untouchable too, as a wealthy powerful man. The adverb ‘absolutely’ 

underlines this, showing the extent of his overconfidence. The audience though, understands that the Titanic will sink 

and start to consider Mr Birling to be a foolish character; we understand that we should start to question all of his 

views. Priestley is keen to undermine the position capitalists held in society, hoping that the desire for change, brought 

about after WW2, could be seized upon in a positive way to create a fairer and more equal society. 

In your book write your own. 
Label PETAL 

Titanic Microcosm  
• It was seen as indestructible.  

• It was expensive.  

• It was seen as symbol of 
prosperity, strength and wealth.  

• The sinking could have been 
prevented.  

• Both rich and poor died as a 
result.  

• The rich were more likely to 
survive as they were nearest to 
the life rafts.  

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

How well do you know the plot’s structure? 

Arrange these jumbled events from the play into the right order 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arthur Birling 
• He is described at the start as a "heavy-looking, rather portentous man in his middle fifties but rather provincial in his 
speech." 
• He has worked his way up in the world and is proud of his achievements. He boasts about having been Mayor and 
tries (and fails) to impress the Inspector with his local standing and his influential friends. 
• However, he is aware of people who are his social superiors, which is why he shows off about the port to Gerald: "it's 
exactly the same port your father gets." He is proud that he is likely to be knighted, as that would move him even higher 
in social circles. 
• He claims the party "is one of the happiest nights of my life." This is not only because Sheila will be happy, but 
because a merger with Crofts Limited will be good for his business. 
• He is optimistic for the future and confident that there will not be a war. As the audience knows there will be a war, 
we begin to doubt Mr Birling's judgement. (If he is wrong about the war, what else will he be wrong about?) 
• He is extremely selfish: 

➢ He wants to protect himself and his family. He believes that socialist ideas that stress the importance of the 
community are "nonsense" and that "a man has to make his own way." 

➢ He wants to protect Birling and Co. He cannot see that he did anything wrong when he fired Eva Smith - he was 
just looking after his business interests. 

➢ He wants to protect his reputation. As the Inspector's investigations continue, his selfishness gets the better of 
him: he is worried about how the press will view the story in Act II, and accuses Sheila of disloyalty at the start 
of Act III. He wants to hide the fact that Eric stole money: "I've got to cover this up as soon as I can." 

➢  Yet he hasn't learnt the lesson of the play: he is unable to admit his responsibility for his part in Eva's death. 

 

A. Birling’s speech

B. Sheila’s interrogation

C. The phone rings!

D. Eric’s interrogation

E. Mrs Birling’s 
interrogation

F. Gerald has had an 
affair!

G. Birling’s interrogation

H. Gerald goes for a 
walk

I. Who accepts 
responsibility?

J. Celebrating the 
engagement

K. Inspector’s arrival 
(doorbell rings!)

L. Inspector’s final 
speech

M. Engagement over!

N. Eric is the father!

O. Gerald’s interrogation

P. Gerald debunks the 
Inspector

The arrival of the Inspector is a key moment in the play. Can you remember which dramatic devices Priestley uses 

to add drama to this moment? Re read this section to remind you of this moment. 

 

BIRLING: (solemnly) But this is the point. I don't want to lecture you two young fellows again. But what so many of you don't 

seem to understand now, when things are so much easier, is that a man has to make his own way –has to look after himself –

and his family too, of course, when he has one –and so long as he does that, he won't come to much harm. But the way some 

of these cranks talk and write now, you'd think everybody has to look after everybody else, as if we were all mixed up together 

like bees in a hive –community and all that nonsense. But take my word for it, you youngsters –and I’ve learnt in the good hard 

school of experience –that a man has to mind his own business and look after himself and his own –and — 

We hear the sharp ring of a door bell. Birling stops to listen. 

 

Annotate the text for standout techniques. 

Can you remember which dramatic devices Priestley uses to add drama to this moment? Write down three. 

• ………………………………………. 

• ………………………………………. 

• ………………………………………. 

Label correct order 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

The Inspector 

1. The Inspector uses lots of short sentences: this shows his confidence.  He doesn’t need to keep 

talking like Mr Birling does.  Find an example of a short sentence he uses which shows control and 

confidence. 

2. The Inspector ‘interposes himself between them and the photograph’ 

• What does ‘interpose’ mean? 

• Why does he do this? 

3. The Inspector says to Mr Birling ‘it’s better to ask for the earth than to take it.’ 

• What does this mean? 

• Which political view does this link to? 

Inspector Goole 

• He is described on his entrance as creating "an impression of massiveness, solidity and purposefulness.’ He is a man in 

his fifties, dressed in a plain darkish suit. He speaks carefully, weightily, and has a disconcerting habit of looking hard at 

the person he addresses before actually speaking. " 

• He works very systematically; he likes to deal with "one person and one line of enquiry at a time." His method is to 

confront a suspect with a piece of information and then make them talk - or, as Sheila puts it, "he's giving us the rope - 

so that we'll hang ourselves." 

• He is a figure of authority. He deals with each member of the family very firmly and several times we see him 

"massively taking charge as disputes erupt between them." He is not impressed when he hears about Mr Birling's 

influential friends and he cuts through Mrs Birling's obstructiveness. 

• He seems to know and understand an extraordinary amount. 

• He knows the history of Eva Smith and the Birlings' involvement in it, even though she died only hours ago. Sheila tells 

Gerald: "Of course he knows." 

• He knows things are going to happen - He says "I'm waiting...To do my duty" just before Eric's return, as if he expected 

Eric to reappear at exactly that moment. 

• He is obviously in a great hurry towards the end of the play: he stresses "I haven't much time." Does he know 

that the real inspector is shortly going to arrive? 

• His final speech is like a sermon or a politician's. He leaves the family with the message "We are responsible for each 

other" and warns them of the "fire and blood and anguish" that will result if they do not pay attention to what he has 

taught them. 

Who/what is the Inspector? 

• An enigma? 

• Priestley’s mouthpiece? 

• The voice of our conscience? 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

Exam type question: What do you think is the importance of Inspector Goole and how does Priestley present him? 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Sheila 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Sheila change and develop as the play progresses? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRLING: (abruptly) There's nothing else, y'know. I've 

just told you that. 

SHEILA: What's all this about?  

BIRLING: Nothing to do with you, Sheila. Run along. 

INSPECTOR: No, wait a minute, Miss Birling.  

BIRLING: (angrily) Look here, Inspector, I consider this 

uncalled-for and officious. I've half a mind to report 

you. I've told you all I know – and it doesn't seem to 

me very important – and now there isn't the slightest 

reason why my daughter should be dragged into this 

unpleasant business.  

SHEILA: (coming farther in) What business? What's 

happening?  

INSPECTOR: (impressively) I'm a police Inspector, 

Miss Birling. This afternoon a young woman drank 

some disinfectant, and died, after several hours of 

agony, tonight in the infirmary.  

SHEILA: Oh – how horrible! Was it an accident?  

INSPECTOR: No. She wanted to end her life. She felt 

she couldn't go 

1.  How does Mr Birling treat Sheila at this 

point?  

 

 

2. How does Sheila react to the news of Eva 

Smith’s death?  

 

 

3. How does the Inspector treat Sheila? How is 

this different to her father? 

 

Key quotations – what do these quotations show 

about the views of Sheila and Eric, the younger 

generation? 

“But these girls aren’t cheap labour – they’re people” – 

Sheila 

“Why shouldn’t they try for higher wages?” – Eric 

 

 

1. Why is it surprising that Sheila begins to stand up to Gerald? (Patriarchal) 

 

2. Why is it important that Sheila feels remorse for what she has done?  

 

 

3. How does the fact that Sheila is changing tie in with Priestley's message? 

 

 

4. What does it show about Sheila’s personality when she warns her mother? 

 

 

5. Is Sheila representing socialism or capitalism? How do you know? 

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gerald Croft 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam type question: How does Priestley present the change in Sheila? 

Write a summary about the change in Sheila. Include: 

• How she is presented at the beginning – use a quotation 

• How she is treated by her father and by the Inspector – use evidence 

• How and why she begins to stand up for herself – think about what she says to Gerald 

• How she reacts to her part in Eva's death – use evidence 

• How she begins to sound more like the Inspector – use evidence. 

 

• Extension – How is Sheila's character used by Priestley as a device? 

Example PETAL: 

When Sheila first learns about Eva's death in Act 1, she seems self-centred, so we don't feel very positive towards her. 

She says, "Oh – how horrible – was it an accident?" The dashes create a pause in her speech and show that she does 

care about the death and finds the idea upsetting. However, the fact that she asks this question suggests that she has is 

naïve and has led a very sheltered life, as she cannot imagine circumstances desperate enough to lead a young woman 

to take her own life. The phrase 'how horrible' suggests that she is more focused on her own feelings and perhaps that 

is why she wants it to have been 'an accident'. Here, Priestley wants to highlight the divide between the social classes in 

the Edwardian era; because Sheila is an upper middle-class woman, she has been protected from harsh realities of life 

experienced by the working-class, especially women. The audience feels limited connection with Sheila at this point, 

because she is not yet showing any real compassion for Eva Smith or for women like her.   

 

1. Why do you think Gerald cheats on Sheila? 

 

2. How does Sheila react when she finds out? 

 

3. Do you think Gerald really cared for Daisy?  Comment on each of the following quotations: 

• “I didn’t ask for anything in return” 

 

•   “She told me that she’d been happier than she’d ever been before” 

 

• “I’m rather more – upset – by this business than I probably appear to be.” Comment on the use of 

dashes.  

Complete in book. 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context: Men and Women in 1912 

In 1912, all a well-off woman could do was get married; a poor woman was seen as cheap labour. 

Women had no rights. They were not allowed to vote, own property or even work outside the home if they were 

married. 

 

 

Social Hierarchy 

Social hierarchy is the way that 

society is ordered. Everybody 

fits into divided layers. 

Which layer a person fits 

depends on the family they are 

born into and the amount of 

money they earn or receive. 

The Birling family are upper 

class; they own a number of 

factories so are very wealthy 

but Mr Birling was not born 

into money like the aristocratic 

class. 

Mr and Mrs Birling are keen for 

Sheila to marry Gerald because 

she would be marrying above 

her class. 

This is the class of people that 

Gerald’s family is from (his 

mother is referred to as Lady 

Croft) and Mrs Birling (who is 

noted as Mr Birling’s social 

superior.) 

Mr Birling is keen to be knighted 

because he would automatically 

be moved up the social hierarchy 

into this higher class of people. 

Eva Smith is part of the 

‘disposable’ working class and 

is at the bottom of the social 

hierarchy. The Birlings and 

Gerald treat Eva as disposable 

because she has no social 

status and they don’t realise 

how they effect her life. 

1. What is social hierarchy? 

 

2. Which titles are people given who are referred to as aristocracy? 

 

3. Who, in the play, is from the aristocracy? 

 

 

4. What is one financial difference between the aristocracy and the upper classes? 

 

5. Why are Mr and Mrs Birling so keen for Sheila to marry Gerald? 

 

6. Which class is at the bottom of the social hierarchy? 

 

7. How did (do) some members of the upper classes view the lower classes? 

Complete triangle 

The Edwardian era covers the period of time from the mid-1890s to the outbreak of WW1 in 1914. During the early 

1900s there were significant political shifts in society. Where previously common labourers and women were excluded 

from society they became increasingly politicised. The Edwardian period maintained a rigid class system, however the 

changing economic system creating more social mobility. This included an increased interest in socialism, attention to 

the plight of the poor and the issue of women’s suffrage. As industry rapidly increased, so did economic opportunities. 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sybil Birling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘he’s a notorious 

womaniser as well 

as being one of the 

worst sots and 

rogues in Brumley’ 

Quick analysis in books: 

1. Why are the Birlings shocked to hear Gerald say this? 

2. What Edwardian value does this contradict and what does it suggest about the society they live in? 

3. Why did people accept this behaviour from upper class men? 

Exam style question: How is Gerald presented as a stereotypical man of his time? 

Write a short paragraph to explain why Mrs Birling might have volunteered for the Brumley's Women’s charity. Is 

it because she cared about the poorest people, or might there be another reason? 

Exam style question: How does Priestley 

present the character of Mrs Birling in ‘An 

Inspector Calls’? 

Write your introduction – you have 3 minutes 

What to include in your introduction: 

• When the play was written 

• What the main purpose was 

A line to address the question – try to use 

some excellent adjectives to describe Mrs 

Birling 

Like this:  

Priestley’s didactic play ‘An Inspector Calls’ was 

written in 1945 to challenge the outdated and 

harmful ideas of the Edwardian era. In the play, Mrs 

Birling is a symbol for these ideas; she is shown to be 

prejudiced, unsympathetic and incapable of change. 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Priestley present the character of Mrs Birling in ‘An Inspector Calls’? 

Write the perfect PETAL 

Analysis of dialogue/language 

• Key words/phrases 

• Pauses 

• Other language features (repetition, emotive language, euphemisms, etc.) 

Analysis of dramatic devices 

• dramatic irony 

• foreshadowing 

• stage directions 

• entrances and exits 

• props 

• lighting and sound 

Audience reaction 

Priestley’s message 

Context 

Example 

At the end of the play, Priestley presents Mrs Birling as a character who has learnt nothing and is also determined 

not to learn; she is intransigent. We see this when she dismisses Sheila and Eric as being "over tired". This 

adjective makes it sound as though they are very young children who are past their bedtime. Here, Mrs Birling is 

showing a lack of respect for them, as they are in their early twenties, but also for their new opinions about 

equality and social responsibility. She symbolises the older generation, who think they have nothing to learn, 

especially from young people. The use of the stage direction 'triumphantly' reinforces this, as she seems smug 

and self-satisfied in her interactions with her children and belittles their opinions. Priestley wants us to dislike 

her, even be angered by her, in this moment, because he wants to remind the 1945 audience that change is 

essential. They mustn't ignore the lesson, like Mrs Birling: they must work together to build a fairer, more equal 

society.  

Conclusion: 

• For me, (now include a personal reflection of Mrs B’s overall significance or her most important moment 

in relation to the question).  

And/or 

• Priestley’s message through Mrs Birling is…  

• I believe Priestley's message is still relevant today because …. 

 

Remember you don’t need to cover all of 

these but you need a range of devices 

and analysis in your essay.  You do need 

the last three and ideally context twice. 

Sybil 

• She is described at the start as "about fifty, a rather cold woman and her husband's social superior." 

• She is a snob, very aware of the differences between social classes. She is irritated when Mr Birling makes the social 

gaffe of praising the cook in front of Gerald and later is very dismissive of Eva, saying "Girls of that class." 

• She has the least respect for the Inspector of all the characters. She tries - unsuccessfully - to intimidate him and 

force him to leave, then lies to him when she claims that she does not recognise the photograph that he shows her. 

• She sees Sheila and Eric still as "children" and speaks patronisingly to them. 

• She tries to deny things that she doesn't want to believe: Eric's drinking, Gerald's affair with Eva, and the fact that a 

working-class girl would refuse money even if it was stolen, claiming "She was giving herself ridiculous airs." 

• She admits she was "prejudiced" against the girl who applied to her committee for help and saw it as her "duty" to 

refuse to help her. Her narrow sense of morality dictates that the father of a child should be responsible for its 

welfare, regardless of circumstances. 

• At the end of the play, she has had to come to terms with the fact that her son is a heavy drinker who got a girl 

pregnant and stole money to support her, her daughter will not marry a good social 'catch' and that her own 

reputation within the town will be sullied. Yet, like her husband, she refuses to believe that she did anything wrong 

and doesn't accept responsibility for her part in Eva's death. 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Eric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam style question: How does Priestley show the changes in Eric during the course of AIC?  

 

1 What was Eric like at the beginning? How did he behave and how was he treated by his family?  

Eric is in his early twenties, not quite at ease, half shy, half assertive 

 

ERIC: Yes, I know – but still —  

BIRLING: Just let me finish, Eric. You've a lot to learn yet. 

 

BIRLING: Well it's my duty to keep labour costs down. …  We were paying the usual rates and if they didn't like those 

rates, they could go and work somewhere else. It's a free country, I told them.  

ERIC: It isn't if you can't go and work somewhere else. 

 

ERIC: No, I mean about this girl – Eva Smith. Why shouldn't they try for higher wages? We try for the highest possible 

prices. ...  

BIRLING: (rather angrily) Unless you brighten your ideas, you'll never be in a position to let anybody stay or to tell 

anybody to go. It's about time you learnt to face a few responsibilities. 

 

Write a PETAL in your books  focusing on what Eric is like/how he is treated in Act 1 . 

PETAL 2: How does Eric treat Eva – recounted Act3? 

ERIC: Yes, I insisted – it seems. I'm not very clear about it, but afterwards she told me she didn't want me to go in but 

that – well, I was in that state when a chap easily turns nasty – and I threatened to make a row.   

INSPECTOR: So she let you in?  

ERIC: Yes. And that's when it happened. And I didn't even remember – that's the hellish thing. Oh – my God! — how 

stupid it all is! 

ERIC: No. And I couldn't remember her name or where she lived. It was all very vague. But I happened to see her again 

in the Palace bar 

ERIC: Yes. I wasn't in love with her or anything – but I liked her – she was pretty and a good sport— 

 

Use the underlined 

bits for the E of 

your PETAL 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PETAL 3: How does Eric speak by the end? How has he changed? 

BIRLING: Don't I? Well, you're quite wrong there. I've learnt plenty tonight. And you don't want me to tell you what I've 

learnt, I hope. When I look back on tonight – when I think of what I was feeling when the five of us sat down to dinner 

at that table—  

ERIC: (cutting in) Yes, and do you remember what you said to Gerald and me after dinner, when you were feeling so 

pleased with yourself? You told us that a man has to make his own way, look after himself and mind his own business, 

and that we weren't to take any notice of these cranks who tell us that everybody has to look after everybody else, as if 

we were all mixed up together. Do you remember? Yes – and then one of those cranks walked in – the Inspector. 

(laughs bitterly.) I didn't notice you told him that it's every man for himself. 

 

 

PETAL 4: What has Eric learnt? Try to comment on the sections underlined in your answer. 

ERIC: (bursting out) What's the use of talking about behaving sensibly.  You're beginning to pretend now that nothing's 

really happened at all.  

 SHEILA: (eagerly) That's just what I feel, Eric. And it's what they don't seem to understand.  

ERIC: Whoever that chap was, the fact remains that I did what I did. And mother did what she did. And the rest of you 

did what you did to her. It's still the same rotten story whether it's been told to a police inspector or to somebody else. 

According to you, I ought to feel a lot better — (to Gerald) I stole some money, Gerald, you might as well know — (as 

Birling tries to interrupt) I don't care, let him know. The money's not the important thing. It's what happened to the girl 

and what we all did to her that matters. And I still feel the same about it, and that's why I don't feel like sitting down 

and having a nice cosy talk.  

PETAL 5 What have the audience learnt through Eric? How does Priestley use Eric’s character to help get his own 

message across? 

Think about: 

What Eric feels and believes at the end and why that is important to Priestley's message. 

Maybe Eric had some socialist views at the start but he wasn't able to voice them. Why can he now? 

How Eric treated Eva and what he learned through that? 

 

Consider: Eric’s behaviour is abhorrent. Why don’t we find him as unsympathetic as his parents? Why do you think 

Priestley portrayed him like this? 

Eric : ‘you’re not the kind of father a chap could go to when he’s in trouble’ 

Birling: ‘You’re the one I blame’  - first words spoken after the Inspector leaves. 

Also, if Eric drinks too much, consider the cultural context of drinking and how often Mr Birling drinks/offers drink and 

the influence this example would have had on his son. 

 

 

Comment on the amount Eric says as well as what he says. Think carefully about the highlighted stage direction too.  



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

The Inspector’s final speech: Annotate with: 
– Technique 

– Connotations 

– What is the message? How does your quotation show this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider 
‘Breaking the genre of the play’: 

• The Speech can be directed to both the Birlings and the audience (a lesson for a 1945 middle class audience) 

It breaks from the expected play genre, Priestley pauses the play to teach us all. 

• Detective dramas traditionally answer all significant questions an AIC does not: 

•  So not just a ‘safe’ entertainment that ties up loose ends 

•  So social order is not comfortably restored at end 

Members of one body: 

• Biblical metaphor 

• Parts of a body depend on each other for the body to be healthy 

• Amputated parts die 

• But rest of body also maimed if parts are injured / lost 

• Therefore: society is NOT just a collection of disconnected individuals 

Fire and blood and anguish: 

WW1 / WW2 / Atomic weapons 

  i.      Dramatic irony: 

  ii.      Makes Inspector’s warning real / serious 

 

“But remember this. One Eva Smith has gone - but there are millions and 

millions and millions of Eva Smiths and John Smiths still left with us, with 

their lives, their hopes and fears, their suffering and chance of happiness, all 

intertwined with our lives, and what we think and say and do. We don’t live 

alone. We are members of one body. We are responsible for each other. And 

I tell you that the time will soon come when, if men will not learn that lesson, 

then they will be taught it in fire and blood and anguish. Good night.” 

• The Inspector uses a didactic tone. 

• He feels morally responsible for ensuring the Birlings learn from their mistakes. 

• His views are very much those of Priestley’s. He is a liberal and a socialist, believing that we have a duty 

of care to others. 

• The purpose of this speech is to shock and instruct. 

• The message is as much for the audience as for the characters. 

• Through the voice of the Inspector, Priestley is able to project his views on how we should lead our lives. 

• He uses imperatives to assert his authority. 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Eva Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In your book: Who is most responsible for her death? 

• Who, in your opinion, is (most) responsible for the death of Eva Smith? Why?  

• Justify your opinion with reference to the text. You do not have to write in PETAL; just note down your 

thoughts, and include quotations if you can, to back up your ideas. 

Eva’s lack of voice: 

1. How does the fact that Eva never actually speaks in the play symbolise her place in society? 

 

 

2. Do you think that Eva Smith and Daisy Renton are the same person? Does it matter? 

 

3. Which other female character only says a few words in the play? Why is this significant? 

 

What’s the message of the play? 

How are we supposed to think and feel at the end of the play? 

Write a short paragraph to explain what you think the purpose of this play is. What is Priestley’s message? 

 

‘We don’t live alone. We are 

members of one body. We 

are responsible for each 

other.’ 

Sample Paragraph: How does Priestley present ideas about the generation gap in ‘ An Inspector Calls’ 

Priestley portrays the difference in the thinking between the older and the younger generation through the use of sarcasm 

(AO2) when Mr Birling says 'the famous younger generation who know it all’, (AO1) suggesting that he does not take his 

children seriously and thinks they are foolish. This is reinforced when Mrs Birling refers to Sheila and Eric still as "children" 

and speaks patronisingly to them. However, Priestley presents the younger generation as developing a social conscience as 

the play progresses. In contrast to their parents, both Sheila and Eric are presented as remorseful when they accept 

responsibility by stating that ‘ we are all to blame.’ Through the use of the collective pronoun ‘we’ , the theme of collective 

responsibility is explored (AO2). Furthermore, Eric admits , 'I'll never, never do it again’; however, he is appalled by his 

parents' inability to admit their own responsibility. He therefore tells them forcefully, "I'm ashamed of you.’ Through the 

use of the repetitive exclamative, ‘I’ll never, never do it again, ’ Priestley highlights Eric’s resolve to make a change in 

himself (AO2). In 1912, family members were expected to know their roles and to listen unquestioningly to parents who 

were in charge. However, through Sheila and Eric, Priestley presents the younger generation as being a symbol of hope and 

social change for the future. (AO3) 

Clearly, Priestley uses Mr. and Mrs. Birling to represent old-fashioned ideas. He discredits them, and what they represent, 

by making them look foolish and by catching them out at the end when he warns them of the "fire and blood and anguish" 

that will result if they do not pay attention to what he has taught them (AO1). 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

What does Priestley believe will 

happen if we do not learn to take 

responsibility for each other? 
 

Glossary: 

Prejudiced 

Irresponsible 

Socialist 

Equality 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 At the start of the 

play this character 

was… 

To this 

character 

Eva was… 

Quotation to support 

this from the 

beginning of the 

play… 

Have the character’s 

attitudes changed? 

How do you know this? 

Mr 

Birling 

 

Keen to cement his 

social rise through 

Shelia’s marriage. 

Insecure about his 

social status. 

 

 

Simply cheap 

labour – he 

did not think 

of her as a 

person. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs 

Birling 

 

Social superior to her 

husband who cares 

a lot about strict 

distinctions between 

the social classes. 

 

 

 

A pregnant 

nobody who 

is not Mrs 

Birling’s 

responsibility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheila  

Happy taking 

advantage of the 

benefits of her social 

class – a selfish young 

woman who enjoys 

spending time in 

expensive shops. 

 

 

Someone 

beneath her 

social status 

who 

deserved to 

be fired out 

of spite and 

because she 

was pretty. 

 

  

Gerald  

Prepared to marry 

Shelia despite her 

lower social status 

and the disapproval 

of his mother. 

 

 

A mistress to 

be used and 

discarded as 

he pleases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eric  

Feels awkward about 

the benefits from his 

social status. 

 

 

A 

promiscuous 

girl to be 

enjoyed at 

the end of a 

drunken night 

out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters 
One way of judging the characters is to look at the way they change, or don’t change by the end of the play. 
 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

                       



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Advice from AQA to consider:  
Answers should:  
• be relevant – you don‟t need to write everything you know about the text, only the things that relate to the 
question  

• be sufficiently detailed- it is better to give a lot of detail about a small part of the text than trying to cover 
lots of different points  

• be well structured with a clear introduction which addresses the question and a clear conclusion that 
returns to the question  

• use effective vocabulary including literary terms where relevant  

• use well-chosen evidence/quotations to support points.  
 
Good candidate: work will respond personally to the text, and will typically:  
• explain the effects of writer’s uses of language, structure and form, e.g. “The Inspector is powerful, which 
is shown by the way he uses language to give commands but usually in a controlled, calm way‟.  

• use well-chosen quotations succinctly to support their points.  

• make appropriate comments on ideas/themes/settings, e.g. “Mr and Mrs Birling show how snobbish and 
uncaring society could be at that time‟.  
 
To gain a top mark, candidates should show an enthusiastic, critical and evaluative response. The best 
candidates concentrate on comment, not content, and the author's methods and achievements. Excellent 
responses are analytical and exploratory. This means that candidates ‘write a lot about a little’, considering 
the impact of individual words and sounds and often thinking about possible alternative interpretations.  
For example:  
Gerald is presented as a character who wants to align himself with Mr Birling – perhaps he is just on his 
best behaviour, or perhaps he is trying to show his similarities to Mr Birling, the successful business-man 
and head of the family? There is one moment when what Gerald says provides a hint of past conflict 
between him and Sheila: “And I‟ve told you - I was awfully busy at the works”. The use of “and” at the 
beginning of this statement suggests that this is not the first time he has had this disagreement with Sheila. 
Gerald is being presented as a character who is trying to fit in with the Birlings, but may have secrets that 
will come out. This establishes a sense of drama to be unfolded for the audience.  

                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of key terms to learn: 

• Context 

• Social class 

• Staging/stage direction 

• Dramatic irony 

• Entrance and exit 

• Euphemism 

• Tension 

• Edwardian patriarchy/misogyny 

• Generation gap 

• Characterisation 

• Consolidate: social class 

• Social responsibility 

• Implications 

• Adjectives (analysing speech) 

• Conflict 

• The Welfare State (1945-51) 

• Cliff-hanger/climactic curtain 

• Denouement 

• Coup-de-theatre 

• Catharsis 

• Conventions of genre 

• Cyclical structure 

• Revise: dramatic devices 

• The Unities (discretionary) 

• The Well-Made Play 

(discretionary) 

• Capitalism 

• Conscience 

• Generations 

• Connotation/Denotation 

• Manipulate 

• Evasive 

• Hypocritical 

• Philanthropic  

• Irresponsible 

• Exposition 

• Rising Action 

• Falling Action 

• Denouement 

• Responsibility 

• Climax 

• Gender stereotypes 

• Sheila 

• Priestley 
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Practice Questions 

 
1. How does Priestley show different attitudes to women and girls in An Inspector Calls ? 

You should write about 

• ideas about attitudes towards women in An Inspector Calls  

• how Priestley presents these ideas by the ways he writes.  

[30 marks]  AO4 [4 marks] 
 

2. How does Priestley present different types of relationships in ‘An Inspector Calls’.  
You should write about 

• Relationships that are presented in An Inspector Calls 

• How Priestley presents these ideas by the way he writes 
 

[30 marks]  AO4 [4 marks] 
3. How does Priestley present Mr Birling in his play ‘An Inspector Calls’? 
You should write about: 

• What Mr Birling says and does in the play 

• How Priestley presents Mr Birling by the way he writes 
 

[30 marks] AO4 [4 marks] 
4. How does Priestley create tension and suspense in ‘An Inspector Calls’? 

You should write about: 

• What tension and suspense is created in the play 

• How Priestley creates this by the way he writes. 

 

5. How does Priestley present Mr Birling as a father? 
            Write about:  
                       • What Mr Birling says and does and his relationship with his children 

• How Priestley presents Mr Birling as a father by the way he writes.  

[30 marks] AO4 [4 marks] 
 

6. How does Priestley present prejudice in An Inspector Calls?  
           Write about:  

• Ideas about prejudice in An Inspector Calls  
• How Priestley presents these ideas by the ways he writes.  
                                                                       [30 marks] AO4 [4 marks] 
 

7. How does Priestley explore ideas about power and control in An Inspector Calls?  
            Write about:  

• Ideas of power and control  
• How Priestley present these ideas by the way he writes 
                                                                      [30 marks] AO4 [4 marks] 

  

 

 

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

How do I plan for a theme question? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very short introduction 

PETAL 1 – example of theme (from the start?) 

PETAL 2 – example of theme (from the middle?)  

PETAL 3 – example of theme (from the end?)  

Short conclusion 

Again, it’s really important to show how the theme links to Priestley’s intention.  

Essay introduction 

• Keep it short (the PETALs are where the marks are!)  

• Don’t tell the story. 

• Try to include: 

• Who wrote it  

• 1945 

• didactic play 

• Priestley’s intention (briefly) 

• A link to the question (briefly) 

 

 

Add to your plan where you would include: 

• Analysis of dialogue/language 

• Key words/phrases 

• Pauses 

• Other language features (repetition, emotive language, euphemisms, etc.) 

• Analysis of dramatic devices 

• dramatic irony 

• foreshadowing 

• stage directions 

• entrances and exits 

• props 

• lighting and sound 

• Audience reaction 

• Priestley’s message 

• Context 

 

Example themes 

Men and women 

Young and old 

Selfishness 

Social 

responsibility  

Family life 

Social class 

Judgement 

Inequality 

Like this:  

Priestley’s didactic play ‘An Inspector 

Calls’ was written in 1945 to 

challenge the outdated and harmful 

ideas of the Edwardian era. In the 

play, Mrs Birling is a symbol for these 

ideas; she is shown to be prejudiced, 

unsympathetic and incapable of 

change.  

Complete planning sheet on next page. 

Model: 

Finally, in Act 3, Priestley uses the character of Inspector Goole to deliver his message about selfishness to the 

audience. This is evident when he sternly reminds the Birlings that 'We are members of one body'. He is 

saying that it isn't acceptable to just selfishly look after our own family, while ignoring the less fortunate, 

represented in the play by Eva/Daisy. The metaphor of a 'body' reinforces this responsibility, as it creates the 

impression that society is a living thing, and that every single part must be looked after, or it will fail, or 

die. The collective pronoun 'we' is important too, as it includes the audience as well as the Birlings. As a 

socialist, Priestley wants us all to consider our own behaviour and ensure that we are not selfishly ignoring 

the less fortunate; the 'brighter and harder' lighting is exposing the selfishness of the Birlings to make us think 

about our own actions and attitudes. Priestley’s socialist message for his 1945 audience is clear here: they 

need to actively participate in the rebuilding of post-war Britain to create a fairer, more equal society.  



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

How Does Priestley present ideas about selfishness in ‘An Inspector Calls’?  

Intro – Priestley’s intention for the play and how this links to the theme of selfishness 

 

 

 

PETAL 1 – Example of selfishness from the start 

 

 

 

 

PETAL 2 – Example of selfishness or a character speaking against it 

 

 

 

 

PETAL 3 – Example of selfishness or a character speaking against it 

 

 

 

 

PETAL 4 – Finally, how Priestley shows us his views on selfishness  

 

 

 

 

Conclusion – What is Priestley’s message for the audience? 

• Sometimes students will comment on why the play is still relevant today in their 

conclusion.  

• What do you think? Does the play resonate with a modern audience as it would have 

done with a 1945 audience?  

Priestley’s message/ 

context 

PETAL 1 

 

 

 

 

PETAL 2    

 

 

 

 

PETAL 3 

 

 

 

 

PETAL 4 

 

 

 

 

 


